
 Youth Happenings @ Congregation Etz Chaim   

 October 28, 2016, Parshat Bereishis 27 Tishrei  5777   

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

For Grades 7 and 

                                        up. Price: 

Bereishis Times & Number.  
Candle Lighting- 5:40 
Mincha- 5:40 
Shacharit- 9:00 am 
Teen Minyan- 9:45 am 
Junior Cong.- 10:15 
Tot Shabbat- 10:15 upstairs 
(Please note that Morah 
Debbie if off this week) 
Mincha- 5:35 pm  
Shabbat Ends- 6:38 
 
NUMBER OF MITZVOT: 1  
NUMBER OF PESUKIM (SENTENCES):146  
NUMBER OF WORDS: 1931  
NUMBER OF LETTERS: 7235 

We also bentch Rosh Chadosh Cheshvan 
this week. Rosh Chodesh is on Tuesday 
and Wed. 
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            THE BLAME GAME 
There is only 1 Mitzvah for Adam to observe in the Garden: He is 
commanded not to eat from the Eitz HaDa-at (the tree of knowledge). 
If he can pull this off for one day, Adam and his descendants will live 
forever! If he or Chava blow it, they'll eventually die.  

There's one more character in the garden scene, the snake. This is no 
ordinary snake, though; this snake can walk and talk! The snake 
plays it innocent though: "Did Hashem tell you not to eat any of the 
fruit of the garden?" the snake asks. Chava responds, "We can eat 
fruit from any tree but the one at the center of the garden. Why, my 
husband, Adam told me we're not even allowed to touch it!" The 
snake knows that Hashem never commanded Adam not to touch the 
tree, but Chava doesn't! The snake shoves her against the tree of 
knowledge. It's a miracle.... she doesn't die! This doesn't make sense 
to Chava. If she didn't die from touching the tree, maybe her husband 
was lying to her about eating from the tree! Chava picks a fruit from 
the Eitz HaDa'at & bites into it. Then she runs to Adam and gives him 
a taste. As soon as they take a bite of that forbidden fruit, Adam and 
Chava change. The Yetzer Hora enters their bodies. They’re now true 
human beings: no longer perfect. Their eyes are now opened and 
realize many new things. The first thing they realize is that they don't 
have any clothes on! Quickly they cover themselves with fig leaves.  

Suddenly, Hashem calls out  "Where are you?" Adam and Chava 
foolishly try to hide among the trees. Of course, there's no hiding 
from Hashem. Now they both know that they should never have eaten 
the forbidden fruit. But instead of admitting their mistake and doing 
Teshuva, they play "the blame game." Adam blames it all on Chava 
and Chava blames the snake. Bad move! All Hashem wanted was to 
hear was "I'm sorry!" Now Adam, Chava and the snake will be 
punished for their sins.  
 
When we do something wrong the best thing to do is admit it and 
apologize, rather than trying to blame someone else. 
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CHANUKAH: BEHIND THE 
MENORAH  

Yoni’s NEW 6-part after school class for teens studying the 

fascinating history of The Maccabess, Chanukah, its traditions & 

what they mean today.  

STARTING TUESDAY NOV.1st- 6:00- 7:00pm. Non-members welcome. 

 FRESH PIZZA & PASTRIES! 

 

 

 
Congregation Etz Chaim:  www.etzchaimnj.org 

Rabbi Sam Klibanoff 

Rabbi Natan Kapustin, Assistant Rabbi 

Presidents: Neil Kaplan & Allan Schall 

Youth Director: Yoni Glatt 

YACHAD IS  

COMING BACK! 

NEXT WEEK: 11/05/16 
    
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsors and hosts VERY much 

needed.  Please see Yoni if you can 

host or help sponsor this amazing 

Shabbaton. 
Yachad is the only international organization 

promoting inclusion for children and adults with 

disabilities in the broader Jewish community.  

Because Everyone Belongs. 

           DID YOU KNOW….. 

Did you know that the Unicorn might have once existed? The 

Talmud stated at the beginning of tractate Avodah Zara that 

during the first winter Adam got frightened that the world 

was ending when he saw the days getting shorter and shorter. 

When they started getting longer again he sacrificed a one-

horned animal to thank Hashem for not destroying the world. 

That animal could very well have been The Unicorn. 
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  YIDDLE RIDDLE  ?????? 
THE FIRST KID WHO TELLS YONI THE ANSWER 

GETS $3 MM, THE SECOND GETS $2, & THE THIRD 

GETS $1- NO TELLING THE ANSWER! 
 

There’s a tradition regarding a name 
That two father-in-laws’  shouldn’t be the same 
But in Bereishis we see that this was the case 
Tell me who and win this race 

 
Last Week: 
We dance and dance, night and day 
So many Hakafot we sing and say 
But only for 5  centuries have they been done 
It was this Israeli city that stated the fun 
A- Tsfat 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Congregation  

10: 15 am upstairs 

grades 2-6. You 

better know your 

numbers this week!  

 

 

MIDOT MATTER MOST:  

BEFORE SHABBAT SEE IF YOUR 

PARENTS NEED HELP WITH 

ANYTHING (ALSO DURING 

SHABBAT, AND AFTER  

Altruism- Al·tru·ism  

( l tr - z m) n. 

1. Unselfish concern for the welfare  

of others; selflessness. 

2. Zoology-behavior by an animal  

that is not beneficial to or may be  

harmful to itself but that benefits  

others of its species. 

              

“TALK IT OUT 

TORAH” UPDATE-  

Jennifer and gedalya 

romanoff recently had 

a baby boy- Mazel Tov! 

Jen is currently on 

maternity leave but we 

are planning to have 

“Talk it Out Torah” 

return in January.  

 

 

 

Rav Moshe Ben Nachman, aka Nachmanides (The Ramban) was born to a noble 

family in Girona, Spain. His teachers in Talmud were Rav Judah ben Yakkar and 

Rav Meïr ben Nathan.. The Ramban studied medicine which he practiced as a 

means of livelihood; he also studied philosophy. During his teens he began to get 

a reputation as a learned Jewish scholar. At age 16 Ramban mastered all of 

Talmud and began his writings on Jewish law. He would also search for the 

deeper (and deepest) meanings of Torah with kabbalist R’ Zacharia Coppell Gold 

 

For many years the Ramban lived a relatively quiet life in Spain learning Torah 

and practicing medicine. When he was nearly seventy years old, an apostate Jew, 

masquerading as a devout Catholic, Pablo Christiani, had challenged the Jews to a 

religious disputation. He induced King James I of Aragon to summon the 

renowned Rabbi of Gerona to a public debate in Barcelona. Reluctantly the 

Ramban accepted. The Ramban easily refuted all the arguments of Pablo, and 

proved effectively that the Jews were entitled to retain their own beliefs and faith. 

For four days the public disputation was carried on, and the Ramban's brilliant 

defense of his faith was too much for his adversaries (the transcripts are still 

available today). It made them anxious to end the debate. The king was so 

impressed with the scholarship, wisdom and eloquence of the Ramban, that he 

visited him in the synagogue the following Shabbos. At a farewell audience to 

which the King invited the Ramban, the king praised him highly, and gave him a 

rich present as a token of respect and admiration. 

The Ramban was later condemned as a “blasphemer” and forced to leave Spain. 

At the age of 72, leaving his family behind, he set out for Israel, hoping to find 

peace and solace there. Unfortunately, he found the Holy Land in great desolation; 

the Jewish communities were scarce and scattered; young and old alike were poor 

and ignorant of Jewish knowledge. The Ramban at once began a campaign to 

improve the position of his brethren in the Holy Land, both spiritually and 

materially. He reorganized the communities, set up schools, rebuilt the 

synagogues (including the now famous Ramban Synagogue in Jerusalem), gave 

public lectures and discourses. Here he wrote his absolutely brilliant commentary 

on the Torah, and other works. The Ramban died at the age of 76, and was buried 

at Haifa, although some say that he was buried in Chevron near Maarat 

Hamchpaylah. 

 

 

Our incredible monthly magic 

workshop!  Returning Nov. 19th  

For grades 1-7 only.

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medicine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosophy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halakha

